
SENSENETM

An excellent cleaning solution based 
on modifi ed alcohols. 



After December 21, 2020 dry cleaners in the US shall eliminate any emission of perchloroethylene (Perc) 
from any dry cleaning system that is located in a building with a residence. 

Retooling your business to a non-Perc alternative has a two-fold character: a new cleaning machine 
and a new solvent. Given their impact on the operation, the two decisions can be daunting for most.

All new non-Perc dry cleaning machines can, for the most part, operate all the alternative solvents 
available in the marketplace. Hence your decision on the machine will most likely be less stressful 
than the decision on the solvent. So how do you go about choosing the right solvent?

Dry cleaning is as much an art as a science, and as a passionate practitioner of this craft, you know 
already that optimal cleaning result is a combination of machine technology, application technology 
and solvent working in harmony. True quality garment care demands nothing less than dedicated, 
consistent attention paid across a dozen tasks. From pre-cleaning preparation, pre-spotting, cleaning, 
all the way to finishing, inspection, packaging and waste handling, the true art is created.

If you place a premium on quality as much as we do, we would love to introduce you to SENSENE™.

THE ART OF
PERFECT CLEANING



Over the years we have seen many new solvents coming to the market, all promising to help dry
cleaners improve the environmental profile of their businesses. Sadly, many dry cleaners wishing 
to take better care of their surroundings often have to put up with shortcomings in cleaning quality.

At SAFECHEM, the company behind SENSENE™, we simply don’t believe that you should have to
choose between cleaning quality and sustainability. We say that because our company was already
founded in 1992 with a mission to ensure sustainable use of solvents. And as the pioneer of modified
alcohol solvents, pushing the boundaries of what solvents can do has always been in our DNA.

With a big dose of stubbornness, great fervor and a huge helping of persistence, we put ourselves 
to work and SENSENE™ was born. We created SENSENE™ to give you a completely different dry
cleaning experience – easier, faster, with more enjoyment, more satisfaction and more sustainability. 
We brought SENSENE™ to life not to make it the industry’s alternative – we want it to become the 
industry’s first choice amongst all alternatives. Our mission? To replace the daily struggles and routine 
grind confronting dry cleaners all over the world with ease, delight and brilliance.

WHAT IS OUR 
SENSENE™ STORY?

SENSENE TM . . .



SENSENE™ has a high Kauri Butanol (KB) value (used commonly as an indicator to rate the “power”
of solvents) of 161. Alternative solvents on the market have a KB-value under 80.

SENSENE™ has lipophilic (“fat-loving”) and hydrophilic (“water-loving”) groups, which allow it to
dissolve both non-polar and polar stains. It is particularly effective on oil, fat, oil-based stains like
lanoline, sebum, vegetable oil, milk, lipstick and motor oil.

Because of its superior stain removal ability, SENSENE™ reduces the need for most additional pre-
and post-treatment, saving dry cleaners time, efforts and costs. Its high cleaning performance also
makes shorter cleaning cycles possible. This allows dry cleaners to work more efficiently and clean
more loads, increasing productivity while reducing cost of production.

While Perc is known for its good cleaning performance on oil-based stains, it might dissolve certain
materials. Hydrocarbon is gentle but is not great at removing a variety of stains. By contrast,
SENSENE™ combines the cleaning advantages of Perc and the gentleness of hydrocarbon in one
solution that produces excellent cleaning performance.

Compared to other alternative solvents, the good distillation behavior of SENSENE™ helps save
energy in the distillation process and enables an effective drying process. What’s more, the stable
formulation of SENSENE™ keeps the cleaning machine in better condition, which minimizes bacteria 
accumulation and the development of an unpleasant smell.

WHAT MAKES SENSENE™ 
ONE OF A KIND?

SENSENETM

Boiling point °C  180 

Flashpoint °C  65

Vapor pressure Pa @ 20 °C  54

Density g/cm3  0.84

KB Value  161

Odour  light



WHAT IS OUR 
SENSENE™ PROMISE?

SENSE FOR BEAUTY

SENSE FOR NATURE

SENSE FOR BUSINESS

SENSE FOR SCENT

SENSE FOR TOUCH

The SENSENE™ cleaning solvent has a very high solvency power
and reliably removes a variety of stains on different fabrics. It is
designed to prevent discoloring and keeps the bright colours of
the cleaned textiles.

SENSENE™ is based on a modified alcohol formulation which is
inherently biodegradable and has a low aquatic toxicity, and therefore
is an environmentally responsible way of dry cleaning.

SENSENE™ realizes an easy and smart process: textiles dry faster and
the machine cycle times are shorter. In addition, the cleaning process
needs less energy due to a good distillation behavior, pre-spotting can be
reduced and the finishing is easier as the fabrics wrinkle less.
All this saves you time and costs.

SENSENE™ leaves nothing but a pleasant, clean smell on the cleaned
textiles. The stable formulation keeps even your cleaning machine
clean by minimizing bacteria accumulation and the development of an
unpleasant smell.

SENSENE™ is very gentle to the fabrics and causes relatively low
wrinkling which makes ironing easier. This provides SENSENE™
cleaned textiles with a great touch.



DON’T JUST TAKE OUR WORD 
FOR IT
The great cleaning performance of SENSENE™ is validated by the Drycleaning & Laundry Institute (DLI) in the US 
when being tested on polyester and cotton.
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CTTN, a French research institute for textiles cleaning, ran tests between SENSENE™, Perc 
and hydrocarbon on their ability to remove pigments and fats on cotton, polyester and wool.

• Soil removal: The cleaning effect of SENSENE™ is rated positively, especially for polyester.

• Graying effect: The results are similar between Perc and SENSENE™, 
 but SENSENE™ gets better results than hydrocarbon (polyester; polyamide).

• Color fastness: The results are equivalent and show good performance.
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• What kind of machines can run SENSENE™?
 SENSENE™ can be used in regular multi-solvent machines, often referred to as machines complying with 
 CLASS III A solvents. It can also run in existing hydrocarbon machines, provided that it is explicitly approved 
 by machine manufacturers. We would always recommend you consult your machine manufacturer whether 
 your machine type has been certifi ed for SENSENE™.

•  What is the average solvent mileage (Pounds of clothes cleaned per gallon consumption)?
 This will strongly depend on the operating process. Based on customer feedback, the range reported is 
 anywhere between 800-1400 pounds/gallon in new machines.

•  What is the cycle length?
 The cycle length is dependent on various factors including the machine construction, cleaning process 
 (1 or 2-bath programs) and load etc. Compared to hydrocarbons, SENSENE™ can run shorter cleaning cycles 
 between 55 and 65 minutes. In contrast, some hydrocarbon programs typically last around 90 minutes.

•  What is recommended for waste disposal?
 The waste disposal should follow national, state and local rules and regulations.

•  What are the specifi c considerations in machine maintenance?
 Machine maintenance efforts are far easier as the stable formulation of SENSENE™ keeps even your cleaning  
 machine clean by minimizing bacteria accumulation. Due to its dual characteristic (hydrophilic and lipophilic  
 groups), SENSENE™ has a certain affi nity to water and therefore some degree of solubility in contact water. 
 Since machine construction and features differ among machine manufacturers, it is an essential requirement 
 that you consult your machine producer on how this solubility is best handled.

SENSENE™ QUESTIONS 
ON YOUR MIND



•  Does SENSENE™ have any approvals?
 SENSENE™ is approved by the New York State Department of Environmental Protection (NYSDEC), as well as the  
 San Diego, California, Air Pollution Control District (APCD), as an alternative solvent for dry cleaners. All components 
 of the product are in compliance with the inventory listing requirements of the U.S. Federal Toxic Substances
  Control Act (TSCA) Chemical Substance Inventory. SENSENE™ is working in nearly all States within the U.S. It is  
 also acceptable for use by Canada’s Environmental Protection Act. SENSENE™ is adopted by dry cleaners in even  
 the most stringent countries such as France, Germany and Finland.

•  What are the suitable applications for SENSENE™?
 SENSENE™ is suitable for the universal application in the modern textile and leather cleaning industry. 
 It is compatible with the two established processes:
 P – normal cleaning process without any restrictions
 F – gentle cleaning process for delicate garments including restrictions for example on temperature and mechanics

• What is involved in training employees on SENSENE™?
 SENSENE™ has nearly the same working basis as Perc. Operators do not have to change their habits since any 
 previous knowledge about cleaning and spotting with Perc is easily transferable to SENSENE™. There are no 
 noticeable differences in spotting procedure, with the only difference being that SENSENE™ allows more flexibility
  with water, which dramatically reduces human errors. SENSENE™ also reduces the need to pre-treat and has 
 substantially lower incidents and re-cleaning requirements, compared to other solvents.

• Would I need additional spotting agents for SENSENE™?
 Thanks to its innovative composition, the cleaning process with SENSENE™, in general, requires less additives. 
 Most customers report that they need less or no detergent (soap) and that they are doing a lot less or in some  
 cases, no pre-spotting. Naturally, certain stains and residues might require pre- or post-treatment, most often 
 these stains would need to be treated in all applications of dry cleaning. We recommend spotting agents that are  
 tested and validated for SENSENE™. In the US, we partner with SEITZ, who has developed the detergent Modal SE  
 specifically for SENSENE™.



COULD SENSENE™ 
BE YOUR MATCH?
SENSENE™ is for you if you

• handle large volume of items and want to simplify workflow;
• are short on staff and are challenged by the amount of work to be done;
• seek more efficiency in your work so you can dedicate time to your customers;
• care for the environment, your health and the safety of others;
• are passionate about quality;
• value customer experience;
• pride yourself on treading new path instead of taking a path well-trodden;
• or simply, aspire to be better.



Jan Barlow, 
Jan’s Professional Dry Cleaners, US:

           All your past knowledge from 
cleaning and spotting is transferable 
to SENSENE™ … it doesn’t take 
months to get used to a new process, 
just some tweaking here and there, 
and the process runs as smoothly 
as it did with Perc.

Serge Gosio, 

Park Lane Cleaner, Canada:

Redeposition, color-pulling 

and bleeding are non-existent. 

Whites are so bright, 

and colors are beautiful.

LITTLE NOTES OF LOVE FROM 
OUR BRAND AMBASSADORS

Grant Carson,

Martinizing Dry Cleaners, US:

Serge Gosio, 

Park Lane Cleaner, Canada:

Liliane Laneboude, 
Bordeaux 2000, France:            The garments look like new, 

and more silky. It‘s almost magical. 

Customers congratulate me and 

I have less ironing work while 
using a machine with very low 

cost of energy consumption.

David Lambert, 

Cleaner Laundry Republic, UK:

Main benefi ts with SENSENE™: 

Better cleaning power and faster 

cycle times than with previous 

alternative solvents.

         As a thirty-year veteran in the 

dry cleaning industry I have seen 

several new solvents introduced 

none of which cleaned nearly as 

good as Perc. SENSENE™ not 

only cleans great but you do not 

have to color sort.

Maurizio Nicoletti, 

MAXI SECCO, Italy:

            The biggest advantage of 

SENSENE™ certainly is its cleaning 

power: I have absolutely no problem 

removing stains. It is even better 

than with Perc: the machine cycles 

are shorter.

Cleaner Laundry Republic, UK:

Umesh Chand, Henderson Laundry & Drycleaners, New Zealand: 
          The main benefi t apart from 
the eco-friendly element is the feel 
and the smell of the garments when 
they are dry cleaned. It has had a 
positive effect on our business operations so far.

David Lambert, 

Cleaner Laundry Republic, UK:

Arno Wohlwend, 

City Textilreinigung Bruchsal, 

Germany:

SENSENE™ degreases very well 

and the garments smell fresh and 

„clean“, the colors are brilliant, 

and the touch is fantastic.



SAFECHEM Europe GmbH
Tersteegenstr. 25
40474 Duesseldorf
Germany
Phone: +1 855 336 6705
service@safechem.com
www.safechem.com

US Distribution Partner 
SEITZ Inc.
5101 Tampa West Blvd.
Suite 300 · Tampa, Fl 33634
USA
Phone: +1 813-886-2700
seitz_inc.office@seitz24.com
www.seitz24.com

TRUST YOUR SENSES.
CONTACT US.

Note: The information and data included in this document have been carefully reviewed. However, SAFECHEM does not warrant that any information and data is complete, 
accurate or up to date. Furthermore, the information and data included in this document do not constitute product specifications of SAFECHEM products. It is solely the 
Buyer’s responsibility to determine whether SAFECHEM products are appropriate for Buyer’s use. Liability claims against SAFECHEM arising from using or not using 
the information featured in this document are excluded in principle unless there is evidence of wilful intent or gross negligence on SAFECHEM’s part or other cases of 
compelling liability prescribed by statutory law.
The use of trade names, trademark rights, patents or other industrial or intellectual property rights in this document shall not authorise the use of the foregoing 
names, rights or brands freely, as they may be the protected or registered rights of third parties or SAFECHEM even if they are not expressly identified as such.
In general, SAFECHEM retains the copyright to the entire content of this document. The duplication or use of SAFECHEM’s product designations, images, graphics and 
texts is not permitted without SAFECHEM’s explicit written consent.

™ Trademark of SAFECHEM
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Dry cleaning requires the right chemistry to work, so do relationships. 
If you are like us and see every change as an opportunity, we would love to hear from you.

As machine models and features differ, it is an essential requirement that you first consult your machine 
manufacturer prior to making your decision. 


